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Read Across America 2017

By:  Catherine Furman

 There is no better way to leave 
school and dive into spring break than  
spending time with elementary school 
students. Every year, Mr. Rousseau and 
Mr. Richmond run the program Read 
Across America. The program allows high 
school students to read books and make 
crafts with elementary school students at 
all three Montville elementary schools.
 A large group of students took 
part in Read Across America this year. 
Megan and Ashley Rewers, sophomores, 
went to Oakdale Elementary School. The 
girls worked with Mrs. Spurgas’s class 
and read “Don’t Eat the Teacher” by Nick 
Ward. The book is about a shark that is 
excited for the first day of school. The 
shark starts to eat anything that comes in 
his path. The shark eats a table, a desk, and 
even a teacher. Later, the shark is taught to 
have manners. The purpose of the book is 
to teach the students to have manners. 
 The Rewers girls decided to have 
the children create shark hats and shark 

puppets. When the students finished, 
they paraded their artwork through other 
classrooms so that other students could 
see. Other classes paraded through with 
their artwork as well. The artwork ranged 
from animal masks to shark hats and 
puppets. 
 Emily Funk read “Chicka Chicka 
Boom Boom” to a kindergarten class. 
After reading to the students she had 
them each make their own Chicka Chicka 
Boom Boom tree. She also had the 
students make bracelets with their names 
written on beads. The kids had a lot of fun 
reading with “Ms. Emily.”
 This year’s Read Across America 
was a major success. Many students say 
they regret not auditioning and they can’t 
wait for next year. Those who did the 
program this year can’t be more excited 
to go back for another opportunity to have 
fun with the students.

Autism Awareness
By: Abigale Houser
 The month of April was Autism 
Awareness month and our friends here 
at Montville High spread awareness by 
raising money for the organization Autism 
Speaks. 
 “We sell puzzle pieces for 
autism awareness. Autism awareness is 
terrific,” Jonathan Registre exclaims in an 
interview. The puzzle represents autism 
awareness because the pattern reflects the 
mystery and complexity of autism. 
 Students in Mrs. Gregory’s 
class sold puzzle piece pins for fifty 
cents during lunch. They raised $190 for 
Autism Speaks. Students and teachers 
were encouraged to write something 
inspirational on the puzzle paper and add 
it to the wall of puzzle pieces in the senior 
court. 
 The fact is one out of every 
sixty-eight children in the United States 
has autism according to CDC.gov. The 
reason why there is Autism Awareness is 
to help people try to understand why that 
one student sometimes screams in the 
hallway, and why another student may 
run if he or she hears the pencil sharpener. 
People with autism experience things 
differently. Lights might be too bright 
for them, sounds can seem too loud, and 
most of the time the tags inside their shirts 
bother them so much that they can’t focus 
on anything else. 
 These kids have taught me more 
about myself than I could ever teach them. 
When a regular ed. student hears crying 
they think, “Who is that baby crying? 
We’re in high school, grow up.” However 
when I hear that certain cry, I know it’s 
my friend Shayla having a bad day. 
 Take the time to understand 
autism and students who may have 
tantrums in the hall so that these students 
won’t seem so “strange” after all. 

Emily Funk with her kindergarten class at Oakdale Elementary School.           Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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SPORTS
Did Sergio Win it or Rose Lose it?

By: Van Heller

 The Masters, unlike other 
professional sports events, is anyone’s 
game depending on the day. The three-day 
event leaves a lot of potential for mistakes 
and bogies that could push a golfer in the 
lead or completely eradicate one’s chances 
to wear the coveted Green Jacket.
 On the final day of the tournament, 
golfers Sergio Garcia and Justin Rose 
battled back-and-forth in the final stretch 
in Augusta. The windy forecast settled the 
two finalists in a sudden death after two 
jaw-dropping missed putts on the green 
on the eighteenth hole. From there Rose 
blew his chances by shanking his drive. 
Sergio birdied the final hole with slight 
drift towards the right lip and dropped 
in the cup sealing his victory. Sergio 
celebrated the first tournament victory of 
his career. The question now pops in any 
golf enthusiast’s noggin, did Garcia win 
or did Rose lose?
 Before the intense third day, it 
seemed that it was anyone’s tourney. 
Hoffman had a hefty lead walking into 

Augusta, but in six short holes he eradicated 
his lead and gave the tournament up to the 
throng of golfers. 
 Augusta’s magnificent course is 
nothing short of piece of art. Watching 
the Masters on TV doesn’t do the course 
justice. The terrain of Augusta is hilly and 
lopsided which can make a seemingly 
easy looking shot turn into a roll back from 
hell. On the eighteenth hole for example, 
both Sergio and Rose missed what looked 
like amateur putts, which both would have 
given the golfers an easy win. 
 Garcia has had a reputation for 
choking when a title is on the line. It’s kind 
of sad seeing the tradition of screwing up 
ending for Garcia. In interviews Garcia 
has called himself a “loser” and has 
said that sometimes he doesn’t even like 
playing golf. Well congrats to Garcia. 
Maybe if Dustin Johnson can be more 
careful walking down the stairs, he can 
win himself a jacket.

Never too much 
(March) Madness
By: Andrew Petherick
 Survive and advance: this is 
the motto for all the basketball teams 
in March Madness. 64 teams competed 
in the NCAA tournament and only one 
will win. This year is no different than 
any other year. There were your typical 
upsets like number seven seed South 
Carolina knocking out number two seed 
Duke, and number eight seed Wisconsin 
beating number one seed Villanova. These 
upsets are the pivoting point to anyone’s 
brackets. The Final Four consisted of 
South Carolina, Gonzaga, North Carolina, 
and Oregon. Gonzaga knocked out no. 
eight seed South Carolina 77-73, and 
North Carolina edged Oregon in a 77-
76 nail-bitter. The championship game 
consisted of, nonetheless, North Carolina 
and Gonzaga (both number one seeds). 
North Carolina soared away with a 
solid 71-65 win against Gonzaga. North 
Carolina redeemed their title after a loss in 
the championship game last year against 
Villanova.
 Bracketology is the heart of March 
Madness. Even if you don’t follow college 
basketball, you better put a paycheck 
aside to make a bracket. If you don’t feel 
like gambling away (or winning) money, 
you could always participate in costless 
brackets online. About 40 million people 
make a bracket whether the bracket is free 
or not.  
 March Madness is unique because 
of how it is set up. The games are so close 
together, so the college athletes only get 
a day or two off (to practice), then they 
have to play another game. That is what 
makes this interesting besides all the 
upsets and buzzer beaters. Just think about 
the fact that 64 teams qualify, in any other 
sporting event only around 8 to 20 teams 
make the postseason. Heroes are always 
made in March Madness, whether it be 
a former great or a rising star like Kris 
Jenkins from last year’s tournament.

Sergio Garcia receiving the  prestigious Green Jacket at the Masters 2017.                           Stock Photo
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SPORTS

By: Andrew Petherick
 Mrs. Manavas can now be 
referred to as coach Manavas. Manavas 
replaced Ryan Severino, who was last 
year’s men’s tennis coach for the spring 
season. Although she is the head coach 
this year, she did help out the girls’ tennis 
team last year. That was her motivation 
to take the job offering this year, “I was 
the girl’s assistant coach last year, and I 
enjoyed coaching the girls, so I thought 
the head coach job would be a fun, new 
challenge.” Manavas thought the switch 
to coaching boys was a little different, but 
an easy switch, “I had a lot of fun with 
my girls from last season, but I think the 
boys’ team and I have definitely a strong 
relationship for the past few weeks.” 
 Although Manavas has enjoyed 
her coaching job, she does admit there 
are some difficulties with being a teacher 
and coach, “It is difficult because I have 

MHS Tennis Coach Changes

to prepare for my classes, then I have to 
think about having a match afterschool. [I 
have to get] everything set up, like getting 
the balls, waters, scorecards, and just 
making sure I have all the pieces.” 
 This year’s tennis co-captains 
are Hunter Stepanian, Mason Whittaker, 
and Giannpierre Aquino. The team’s 
record last year was 3-12-0. This year 
they hope to improve last year’s record 
with a handful of returning seniors and 
upcoming tennis athletes. The boys’ and 
girls’ teams were going to try to have joint 
practices this year, but due to weather 
inconsistency, they never held a joint 
practice. All setbacks aside, Montville 
High School has high hopes for the 
success of this rebuilding team. 

By: Van Heller

 MLB (Major League Baseball) 
has started for 2017, but America’s game 
may be going through some renovations 
this season. Baseball has established a new 
rule where the team’s manager (instead 
of the pitcher throwing balls on purpose) 
permits the intentional walk. Now, to 
people who aren’t fans of baseball, this 
may seem insignificant, but this change 
has caused an uproar. People have been 
boasting their opinions on the new rule 
because of its artificial qualities in a 
natural game. The game would lose some 
of its tradition, like when the league made 
the move of placing a runner on second 
base at the beginning of extra innings. The 
measure has caused baseball purists to 
bash the measures saying the integrity of 
the game is being lost, while others say it 
helps speed up a slow game for a world of 

Baseball May Be Shifting Gears

people with a goldfish-like attention span. 
 The decline in popularity of 
baseball as well as the new rules has been 
a concern for the league in recent years. 
Baseball’s average viewers are over the 
age of 50, and for the first time, a baseball 
player wasn’t on ESPN’s 2015 favorite 
player list.  
 Not only have numbers dropped 
on the professional level, but even little 
league participation is down, and towns 
across the nation have created multi-city 
teams. In a world of violent video games 
and action packed movies, it’s hard to 
sit for a two-hour-plus game, which is a 
common victim of rain delays and other 
factors. The game can get so long that 
there is literally a portion of the game 
dedicated to the fans standing up and 
stretching.  

 In today’s fast pace lifestyle, it’s 
hard for people to concentrate for hours 
on end when their phones are buzzing. On 
the other hand, sometimes it’s nice to slow 
down life and sit next to someone, have 
a conversation in the summer heat, and 
make a day of it. The argument seems to 
be a balanced battle between reformation 
and tradition- two ideals that people in 
America hold near and dear to our peanuts 
and crackerjacks loving hearts. Hopefully, 
these new ratings will help improve 
duration of playtime, boost ratings, but 
still maintain the culture of the game. One 
thing is for certain- next spring we all 
know fans across America that will hear 
this on opening day, “Play Ball!”

Photo by: Jessica Stronach 
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Bringing Awareness to Art Programs

By: Emmiley Genua

 Montville High School gave two 
students the opportunity to have their 
artwork viewed in the Art Slam in the 
Legislative Office Building in Hartford. 
Sophomore Haley Moore and senior 
Christine Zhu created digital artwork. 
The Art Slam was created to show the 
importance of the visual arts and music. A 
lot of people like to think arts and music 
aren’t important to the core of students’ 
education. In order to disprove that, 
they have made an Art Slam to show the 
creativity and show the community how 
important art education is. 
 Students from public and private 
schools throughout Connecticut, ranging 
from grades PreK to grade 12, have the 
chance to enter their artwork, but their art 
has to be chosen. Many students create 
this art to express themselves and their 
feelings in a portrait. ArtSlam curators 
have been looking for students’ artwork  
to help with their cause. These students 
from around Connecticut, all different 
ages, have created exquisite pieces.

 There was no specific rubric for 
student  artwork. Artists had to make 
a picture that was unique and pleasing 
to look at.  Christine explained that she 
didn’t have meaning behind her piece. She 
had a list of words that she pieced together 
and was able to create her artwork. There 
may not be any meaning behind peoples’ 
artwork, but some people may look at it 
and find their own true meaning or find 
value in other peoples’ artwork. Having 
this Art Slam is important to many people, 
because without the arts education or 
music education some people may not 
be able to connect themselves with the 
outside world, express how they genuinely 
feel with through their artwork, and show 
their creativity.

More Wins, More Blessings, 
and More Life. 
By: Natalie Wright
 It’s not an album. It’s not a 
mixtape. In an effort to convey the 
genuineness along with the simplicity 
behind the whole project, rapper Drake 
has dubbed his newest musical release 
a “playlist.” He justifies the particular 
word choice by explaining that he wanted 
to put out good music without making 
a huge deal out of it, especially in the 
midst of the success following the April 
2016 release of “Views”. After teasing the 
new music for months, Drake released 
“More Life” on March 18. It broke the 
streaming record previously set by Drake 
himself with his last album. “Views” set a 
streaming record of 245.1 million listens 
in its first week, while “More Life” was 
streamed 384.8 million times in the first 
week.
 The playlist was widely praised 
for its diversity among genres, with 
different appeals for everyone. While 
the majority of the songs are fun and 
the sounds get people in the mood for 
summer, Drake still finds a way to delve 
into deeper topics. Several songs involve 
the different struggles of a relationship, 
from long distance to unhealthy habits. 
He mentions the hardships of fame a lot, 
expressing his frustration with a lack of 
respect from the media and other artists. 
He even admits that there was a point 
where he started doing things to please 
critics rather than solely sticking to the 
music he was interested in making.
 Drake closes out the playlist by 
reflecting on everything that has happened 
in his life since “Views”. He talks about 
his fears regarding the public state of his 
private life. As the final track ends, Drake 
lets his audience know that they likely 
won’t be hearing from him for the rest 
of the year, “Maybe getting back to my 
regular life will humble me/ I’ll be back in 
2018 to give you the summary.” Drake’s 
been going hard, and he’s been going 
nonstop. 

Digital Art Work Piece by student Christine Zhu titled dare.                                        Photo By: Ms.Giroux
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By:  Maddy Dawley

Finsta Lives

By: Ashley Seldon

 Living in the limelight comes with 
the media building up outrageous rumors 
in order to slander your name and gain 
attention, however, if enough evidence is 
presented then it’s worth the investigation. 
Queen Bey is one of the most popular 
victims of the defamation of character. An 
interesting speculation is being thrown 
to the newest of the Carter bunch—the 
beloved twins. Everyone already knows 
the conspiracy about Beyoncé and Jay Z 
being the current leaders of the Illuminati, 
but it’s said that her unborn twins are 
coming for the throne.
 There are various reasons why 
people believe that the world-renowned, 
chart-topping artist, and hip-hop icon 
is running the Illuminati. For one, 
Beyoncé has been caught on more than 
one occasion doing “devil horns” in her 

Who runs the world? Bee Z.

pictures or putting a “six six” over her 
eyes. Not to mention, she’s crazy famous 
and highly influential. When her daughter 
Blue Ivy was born, fans were quick to 
notice the subtle hints Mrs. Carter threw. 
Blue Ivy backward is “Eulb Yvi” which 
is supposedly the Latin name for the 
daughter of Satan, (this turned out not to 
be true). Also, Blue Ivy’s name spells out 
a very sketchy acronym: Born, Living, 
Under, Evil, Illuminati’s, Very, Youngest. 
With their twins, the Carters will have 
a total of three children, which is a 
special number to the Illuminati because 
they worship prime numbers. The date 
she released her pregnancy photo was 
2/1/2017 which just happens to be full 
of prime numbers. It’s been proven that 
twins can read each other’s minds, feel 
the other sibling’s energies, and share an 

unbreakable bond. Jay Z and Beyoncé 
retain a rocky history with some possible 
infidelities  (hence the Lemonade album) 
and former elevator altercations. The next 
leaders of the Illuminati can’t possibly 
break up.
 Ever since her pregnancy 
announcement, Beyoncé has gone 
haywire with the symbolism. In her 
recent Grammy’s performance she wore 
a gorgeous gold number that appeared to 
“coincidentally” mimic the Illuminati’s 
goddess Isis—the crown was also a bit 
extra. A lot of fans were quite surprised 
by how insistent Adele was on giving her 
album of the year award to Beyoncé, some 
suggested that maybe she was scared of 
the wrath of the Illuminati’s leader or she 
was making a sacrifice to solidify a spot 
for herself.

 In the past year, Instagram users 
have changed up the way Instagram is 
used. Instead of having one account that 
shows off the aspects of a person’s life, 
many teenagers have created a second 
account where they can let loose and post 
whatever they want without worrying 
about what other people will say.
 These fun Instagram accounts, 
better known as “finstas”, are used for 
many things like complaining, making 
your followers laugh, and sometimes 
asking people for advice. Kayla Gaughan, 
an MHS freshman said she uses her finsta 
for a few of these things. When she was 
asked what she uses her finsta for, she 
replied, “Just anything. If there are any 
updates I have about myself I put it on my 
finsta. I also complain about some things, 
or post about good or funny things that 

happen in my life.”Sometimes people may 
say that other people’s finstas are really 
boring or that they “misuse” them. Finstas 
were originally made to make people 
laugh and to post funny pictures. About a 
year ago, new finsta accounts were filled 
with hilarious jokes and pictures. As time 
passed, finstas seemed to die down on the 
jokes and more people started posting 
things like complaints that did not make a 
lot of people laugh. Gaughan said, “I feel 
like a lot of people have run out of funny 
things to post, so people have just been 
posting pictures saying things like ‘I’m 
bored, someone text me.’” 
 Overall, people seem to enjoy 
having a finsta, because it is a place for 
friends to joke around and have fun with 
each other through social media.

Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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OPINION
Van’s Culinary Corner:
Oriental Bar and Grill

By: Van Heller

 A new Chinese restaurant has 
opened right in our home town: Oriental 
Bar and Grill. Being that it’s a new 
restaurant, I had to make this installment 
of VCC about Montville’s new joint.
 Walking in I was in awe. The 
gorgeous décor was a sight for sore eyes. 
I’ve been use to restaurants with a little 
bit more of a rustic and funky vibe; the 
waiting room had a flowing wall fountain 
and the lambent marble floors gave off 
immediate calmness and comfortability. 
 Now let’s get down to the nitty-
gritty, my guests and I sat down at a table 
and ordered some appetizers, to begin 
with. We chose the Teriyaki Beef Skewers 
and Salt and Pepper Squid. These starters 
were unreal, the skewers were savory and 
the squid (which was sort of like calamari) 
was a juicy delight.
 I decided to order the Happy 
Family Entrée. This dish included 
assorted vegetables, chicken, beef, 
shrimp, and was accompanied with rice 
and a healthy looking egg roll. Filling is 

an understatement for this dish, it threw 
me for a loop. The sauces and multitude 
of ingredients gave every bite its own 
personality. 
 I came back to the restaurant 
two days after my initial visit. This time 
I seated myself at the sushi bar, where I 
was treated to a wide array of seafood. 
Alongside the sushi was fresh fish on a boat 
and crab salad presented in an impressive 
fashion. The staff was experienced and 
friendly.
 I have watched the restaurant’s 
construction process for most of my life, 
so seeing it open was an exciting scene. 
Jason Linn, the owner, had been building 
his restaurant up to his exact image. He 
ordered the beautiful table tops at the 
bar and did the rock work that traces the 
parking lot. He has put his blood, sweat, 
and tears into his dream and the end 
product is something the townspeople of 
Montville can be proud to call their own.

Sayonara Summer
By: Ashley Seldon
 All year students look forward to 
the long approaching summer vacation at 
the end of the school year that promises 
two and a half months of fun hangouts, 
warm weather, lazy beach days, and 
perhaps best of all, no homework. A new 
argument is being tossed about—would 
it be more beneficial to have school year 
round? 
 This untraditional system still 
maintains the same number of school 
days, but with more frequent breaks that 
are shorter and no summer vacation. 
 Some advantages are that long 
summers mean a decline of knowledge. 
No kid is going to remember slope 
equations or Spanish verb conjugations 
while playing Marco Polo in the pool. 
Year round school fixes the need for 
review in the first few weeks. This also 
helps prevent boredom, usually by the 
end of summer children have nothing 
better to do than scowl at back-to-school 
commercials. Also, having school year 
round enhances the pacing of instruction, 
meaning that teachers have more time to 
go over material and work with kids who 
may be struggling with a given topic.
 However, as with every good 
concept, there come negatives. There 
wouldn’t be enough time for families to 
plan vacations and reunions. Year round 
school cuts into the vacation options for 
students and staff. This would also conflict 
with beloved extracurricular activities, 
especially sports with all the disruptive 
breaks. Students wouldn’t be able to go 
to summer camp or take on temporary 
jobs. Also, what about budgets? Who’s 
going to fund for transportation, lunches, 
and the cost of programs? Although there 
are currently many successful year-round 
schools, I think the large cost isn’t worth 
inconclusive academic gains and summer 
vacation is easier to accommodate with as 
well as highly appreciated.

Sushi at the Oriental Bar and Grill.                                                                           Photo By: Van Heller
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OPINION

By: Elizabeth Whitney

Fueling Anti-Semitism  

By: Megan Henderson

 Growing up in a military family, I 
was taught to have the utmost respect for 
veterans. This is due to the fact that my 
father, grandfathers, uncles, and cousins 
have served in the military. The recurring 
issue of neglecting veterans hits close to 
home.
 According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, in 2014, there were 21.8 million 
veterans. These veterans sacrificed “time, 
safety, and sanity” just to come back 
home and “face numerous challenges” 
(US News). Some of the challenges 
include homelessness, substance abuse, 
and physical and mental trauma.   
According to the American Psychological 
Association (APA), 20 percent of veterans 
who served in Iraq and Afghanistan suffer 
from post-traumatic stress disorder or 
major depression. The APA also reported 

Neglecting the Brave

that nearly 13,000 Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans have alcohol dependence 
syndrome. 
 Veterans are faced with mental 
health issues because of serving and 
protecting our country, yet we don’t 
give them any help when they return. 
According to the U.S. Army, only 40 
percent of veterans who screen positive 
for emotional problems seek help from 
mental health professionals. The U.S. 
Army wrote that stigma is a major barrier 
for veterans. The APA wrote that veterans 
often cite fear of “personal embarrassment, 
disappointing comrades, losing the 
opportunity for career advancement, and 
dishonorable discharge as motivations 
to hide symptoms of mental illness.” 
The mental health stigma, like any other 
stereotype, was created by society. We 

make up society; we are to blame for 
veterans’ fears. In order to help veterans 
get the treatment they deserve, we need to 
end the stigma.
 According to the National 
Alliance to End Homelessness, in 2014 
there were 49,933 homeless veterans. 
Many of these veterans suffer from mental 
health issues, which then led to substance 
abuse. Veterans deserve to come back 
from deployment to a home. We need to 
pay more attention to our veterans. These 
men and women fought for our country 
and did things that many of us aren’t brave 
enough to do. It’s time that we step up and 
defend our veterans, just like they did for 
us. Neglecting and ignoring the problem 
isn’t an option anymore. 

 World War Two ended over 
70 years ago and to this day the Jewish 
community still faces anti-Semitism. Sean 
Spicer, Trump’s Press Secretary, made an 
extremely inappropriate comment about 
Syrian President Assad’s use of chemical 
warfare. Spicer said, “You had someone 
as despicable as Hitler who didn’t even 
sink to using chemical weapons.” 
 This comment was made during 
Passover, a week that the Jewish Nation 
celebrates their liberation from Egyptian 
slavery. A day after his original comment, 
Spicer ‘corrects’ himself by saying, “He 
was not using the gas on his own people in 
the same way that Assad is doing,” Spicer 
is immensely downplaying what the Nazis 
did in Germany. 
 His statement has also fueled 
degrading comments towards the Jewish 

community. Just a few days ago I came 
across a Snapchat photo of an oven that 
said, “2-bedroom apartment for rent. 
Hmu if you’re Jewish.” This is a revolting 
attempt to make light of the gas chambers 
and ovens used in the Holocaust. Victims 
entered these chambers with the belief 
they’d be taking showers but were left 
there to die. At first the gassing process 
lasted for almost 6 hours. Children born 
in the camps were thrown into ovens and 
burned alive because it was too expensive 
to gas them.
 As a Jewish woman, my advice is 
to stay away from Hitler analogies, jokes, 
and the like all together. You’ll end up 
looking like a bigot or an idiot. Just take 
Sean Spicer as a prime example of this.

Stock Photo
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LIFE
Spring Break Through the Years

By: Van Heller

 Once April rolls around, high 
school students eagerly await Spring 
Break or Spreak. Now, high school 
is an ever changing environment for 
students and teachers. Freshmen year 
Spreak is different than their senior 
year, while teacher’s vacation may have 
more responsibilities or more freedom 
depending on the adult. 
 As a senior and being enrolled 
into a college, my Spreak included 
Admitted Student’s Day at the University 
of Colorado where I stayed at my brother’s 
apartment in downtown Denver. While 
there, I visited my school and figured out 
the major I feel passionate about and went 
on a hike in the Flat Irons.
 Chris Baxter (Freshman), i 
explained his Spreak. “Fun” is how he put 
it. Baxter went on a family trip up to Mass. 
and compared to Spring Break in middle 
school, he explained that high school just 
made him sleep in a lot more.
 Of the Sophomore class, Leila 
Awad and Ashwin Kuruchi stated two 
contrasting experiences. Awad’s Spreak 

consisted of softball, while Kuruchi, like 
Baxter, took a vacation. ‘How has Spring 
Break changed since middle school?’ 
Kuruchi answered, “Well, in middle 
school you’re like ‘yay a week off’ and 
now you’re like you want to go places and 
hang out with friends.”
  Ethan Rose (Junior), like Awad, 
said his vacation entailed a lot of sports, 
but there was one shift. He went on his 
first official college visit to Springfield 
College.
 Ms. Luginsland’s vacation 
was “very relaxing.”  Luginsland took 
her mother to Williamsburg Va. ‘How 
has Spring Break changed since your 
adolescence?’ “Now I have more options 
to go places… in college I traveled to 
warmer places… Now that I work I can 
travel to more exotic places.”
 It’s interesting to see the shift in 
priorities from freshman to teachers. It 
seems the farther from college people are, 
the more opportunities they have during 
Spreak.

A Dog Called Hope 
By: Brooke Dominello  
 Starvation sets in three to four 
weeks after the regular consumption of 
food stops. Veterinarians estimated that 
the dog went eight to 12 weeks without a 
food source. It was said within the next 48 
hours the victim would have been dead. 
  On March 6, 2017, an emaciated 
dog was found in Branford, CT.  A woman 
spotted the animal down Route 1 close to 
the Big Y Plaza and took the dog to Dan 
Cosgrove Animal Shelter on Monday 
morning. The dog was unable to function 
correctly; the shelter declared that this 
was one of the worst cruelty cases they 
have even seen. It is believed that the dog 
is between the ages of 5-7. According to 
DNA testing, she is a Rottweiler, Shar-
Pei, and Beagle Mix.
 The dog, later named Hope, 
(being that it was deemed a miracle she 
survived) was in critical condition upon 
arrival. “This dog cannot stand, walk or 
lift her head. She is provided with 24-hour 
care at this point. The vet gives her a body 
condition score of 1 on a body scale of 0-9. 
Her body temperature is at 96 degrees.” 
(Normal temperature between 101 to 
102.5 degrees Fahrenheit according to the 
American Kennel Club) the shelter told 
Fox 61 Morning News.
  In Connecticut, a person found 
guilty of animal neglect can face up to a 
$1,000 fine and/or a year of imprisonment 
for a first offense. Hope’s case caused 
such uproar in the community and there is 
a $9,000 reward for information leading 
to the arrest of the person responsible.  
 To raise money for Hope’s 
treatment, John Frisco, owner of Frisco’s 
Pizza, donated profits from the pizzas 
sold to the shelter, with a customer who 
pledged to match every dollar raised. 
In fact, the event was so successful that 
Frisco ran out of dough and had to close 
the restaurant early.
 Hope’s abuser has not been found 
yet, but she is recovering well.

Feet in the western wind.                                                                                                Photo By: Van heller
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LIFE

By: Natalie Wright

Former Hospital Site Repurposed

By: Nicole Funk

 I’m sure everyone at some point 
has been curious about what it’s like to go 
to Mars. Well, although regular humans 
may not be able to experience that for a 
while, astronauts may be accomplishing 
that soon. In 2013, NASA introduced a 
historical new astronaut class. Although 
it was introduced a while ago, they are 
determined to leave their footprint on 
something other than history.
 The new class, also known as the 
“Eight Balls,” consists of Jessica Meir, 
Josh Cassada, Victor Glover, Andrew 
Morgan, Christina Hammock, Anne 
McClain, Tyler Hague, and Nicole Aunapu 
Mann. This class is special because it is 
NASA’s first class to be 50 percent male 
and 50 percent female, a perfect 1 to 1 
ratio. Although this may not be NASA’s 
actual astronaut class to go to Mars, the 

Mission to Mars

Eight Balls want to be contenders for the 
mission. The mission to Mars will take 
at least 15 years (projected to happen 
in 2030), but when the 2013 class was 
selected, NASA announced that the crew 
would be among those in the running for 
the trip.
 The trip to Mars will be the most 
historical space mission to date when it 
happens. However, it could also be the 
most costly. According to NASA, a one-
month Mars surface stay in 2037, a Mars 
moon landing (Phobos) in 2033, one-year 
surface stays in both 2041 and 2046, and 
a new space station will all add up to a 
breath-taking $450 billion. “Meanwhile, 
NASA is pursuing some options to make 
the journey to Mars less costly,” Science 
World Report says. “The American 
space agency had been exploring on 

reusing systems and subsystems. It is also 
developing new acquisition strategies and 
utilizing technology innovations to lessen 
the high cost of operating in space.” 
Although the trip will be costly, exploring 
Mars is something the world has dreamed 
about for a long time.

 After over a decade of failed 
attempts, the town of Preston has reached 
an agreement with the Mohegan tribe, 
andplan to redevelop the site of Norwich 
State Hospital for entertainment purposes, 
along with other possibilities that have 
been mentioned.
 Notorious for horror stories of 
staff misconduct and abused patients, 
Norwich State Hospital operated as 
a treatment facility for the criminally 
insane from 1904 until 1996, when the 
remaining patients were transferred to 
another hospital in Connecticut. Since 
then, the site— which spreads across 
around 400 acres— has remained vacant 
and seemingly hopeless up until recently. 
For years, the people of Preston have 
watched the buildings decay, damaged 
beyond repair. This led to the demolition 
of several buildings on the property. The 

Mohegan tribe has been trying to purchase 
the land for years but was initially out-
voted by the residents of Preston, who 
feared the project would fail and leave 
the town in debt. However, after gaining 
their trust, the Mohegan tribe has released 
information about what they finally plan 
to do with the former hospital site.
 While the sale is still being 
finalized, there is talk of an indoor water 
park, a senior center, more hotels, and 
other attractions. Construction will start 
within the next three years. The project 
will cost between $200 million and $600 
million and will be finished within five 
years. 
 The people of Preston and the 
Mohegan tribe have opened people to 
the idea of opportunity and hope of new 
beginnings for the site. Stock Photo

Interested in writing or taking 
pictures for The Chieftain?  

Enroll in Journalism. 
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are available.
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MHS NEWS
FBLA 
By: Abigale Houser

 “Um, like, uh, I’m not very good at 
like interviews.” If this is the case, Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
may be the perfect opportunity to learn 
key lessons on how to be interviewed. Mr. 
Zyrlis, the teacher who runs FBLA says, 
“FBLA preps you for the business world.” 
Which is exactly what this club did for a 
couple students at MHS.
 Kristiyana Petrova, Griffin 
LaMarche, Monique Vann, Molly 
Podeszwa, and Arianna Velázquez went 
to an FBLA competition this year. The 
students competed in various subjects. 
Petrova got second place in interviews, 
LaMarche and Vann placed first in 
publication development and Vann and 
Velázquez competed for public speaking 
but did not place. 
 Mr. Zyrlis says that students 
can compete at about eighty different 
competitions and compete against one 
hundred different schools. With that 
being said, it is a big accomplishment for 
Montville students to place at the state 
competition for FBLA. 
 Petrova will be going to the 
National Leadership Conference in 
Anaheim, California at the end of June 
to compete again. Petrova states, “I am a 
little nervous for the national competition 
but more excited. I am using the skills Mr. 
Wheeler and Mr. Zyrlis taught me for how 
to handle myself at a job interview and 
also from personal experience and being 
able to answer tough questions about me 
on the spot.”
 FBLA is in need of members for 
next year; anyone interested can go see 
Mr. Zyrlis. If Petrova and other students 
can place this year, others could to next 
year which means others could get the 
chance to go to California for a week like 
Petrova is. FBLA may look great on a 
college application, but FBLA truly helps 
students prepare for business life after 
high school. 

WHO?

By: Brooke Dominello

 MHS welcomed one of the most 
influential organizations in the world 
to our small town on March 30, 2017. 
Don Kingsbury, a former member of the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and 
a current worker of the World Health 
Organization (WHO), came to MHS to 
inform AP Environmental and AP Biology 
student about the WHO and what they do.
 The WHO was founded on 
April 7, 1948, and has over 7,000 people 
stationed in 150 countries worldwide to 
combat diseases, provide food and clean 
water, vaccinations and clean air. “Our 
primary role is to direct and coordinate 
international health within the United 
Nations’ system” (www.who.int).
 Organizations like the WHO work 
towards healthier living. In fact, the WHO 
has nearly eradicated Polio in countries 
across the world except for Afghanistan, 
Nigeria, and Pakistan. Kingsbury 
also explained the crisis of the Ebola 
pandemic in 2014. Before the outbreak, 

the WHO did not have an emergency 
fund or plan to contain the disease, hence 
it’s reasoning for becoming a pandemic. 
The Ebola outbreak was the life changing 
disease that forced the WHO to create 
the post-emergency and recovery funds. 
Fortunately, the creation of this fund later 
helped the people affected in Haiti by 
Hurricane Matthew, people in Angola, 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo 
after an outbreak of Yellow Fever.
 Ms. Moriarty, the AP 
Environmental teacher, felt that this was a 
wonderful experience for MHS students. 
“I am so glad that Mr. Kingsbury drove 
over two hours to meet personally with 
students from AP Environmental and AP 
Biology. I was impressed with his depth 
of knowledge about the working of the 
WHO. I was also proud of the fantastic 
questions asked by our students.”
 MHS appreciates Kingsbury’s 
visit and the AP students felt well informed 
after the presentation. 

Who presenter.                                                                                                        Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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MHS NEWS

By: Nicole Funk 

 It is officially spring and there 
are so many perks with this season. 
Warmer weather is here school is almost 
over, and of course, prom. Prom season 
gets everyone in a buzz; between dress 
shopping, promposals, and planning, 
there is so much to do. 
 Although prom brings a lot of fun 
and memories, it sure can break the bank. 
From buying a dress, to tickets, and to 
transportation, there are so many hidden 
fees involved in the special occasion. 
Senior Jazzy Pluss said, between 4 
proms, she has spent about $1,255. It’s 
not a foreign concept to spend that much 
money on prom either. According to 
promgirl.com, dresses can run from $100-
$400 (and there are some that are even 
above that if you buy designer), hair and 
makeup can be anywhere from $30-$275, 

The Cheaper the Prom the Better 

boutonnières/corsages can be anywhere 
from $10-$100, and prom tickets usually 
run from $30-$80. If you’re paying 
for all of this yourself (as a lot of high 
school students do) the costs can be so 
overwhelming that it disinclines you to 
want to go. 
 Have no fear! There are many 
solutions to help the hefty costs of prom 
to slide down the drain so you can pay 
the minimal amount. You can rent dresses 
from websites like renttherunway.com 
and charlottes-closet.com, or use the prom 
closet at MHS that Mrs. Grills runs. Also, 
for hair and makeup, family, friends, and 
even family friends of friends could do 
hair and makeup. Junior Emmiley Genua 
says she saved almost $40 and a trip to 
the salon by doing her own makeup, and 
many other people are in the same boat.

 Borrowing is also a great way 
to save money. By borrowing dresses, 
shoes, and jewelry from trusted friends, 
you can save a good chunk of money and 
put it towards other things, such as tickets, 
pictures, and transportation. Plus, if you 
really love what you borrowed, the source 
may even consider selling it to you!
 Since prom is just around the 
corner, by keeping some of these tips in 
mind, you could save some big bucks for 
prom, and have a lot of fun at prom by not 
worrying about how you broke the bank. 

By: Emmiley Genua

Our Parting Senior Girls

 The senior girls of The Chieftain 
are getting ready to say their goodbyes 
to high school and move onto the next 
chapter of their lives in college. These 
writers have big plans 
 Nicole Funk is attending the 
University of Alabama to major in 
Journalism/Creative Media and will also 
be trying out for cheerleading. Funk is a 
talented writer and is good at writing any 
story. When asked what she is looking 
forward to in college she said, “I’m 
looking forward to experiencing new 
things and new people. I also am looking 
forward to living in a different part of the 
country.”
 Brooke Dominello is going to Post 
University to major in Equine Studies, and 
minor in marketing. Dominello is good at 
writing stories that have to do with the 

environment and animals. Dominello 
stated, “I am majoring in Equine Studies 
to pursue a business career in the Equine 
world.”
 Abigale Houser is going to Three 
Rivers Community College to major in 
Social Work. Houser is good at writing 
opinion pieces and interviewing people. 
Houser stated, “Journalism is an outlet to 
share my thoughts and feelings on various 
topics.” 
 Arianna Velázquez is attending 
Eastern Connecticut State University. 
Velázquez will be majoring in English. 
Velázquez is great at writing lead 
sentences that manage to draw in readers 
right away.
 Christine Zhu will be attending 
UConn and is undecided about her major. 

Photo By: Jessica Stronach
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Guess the Senior

By: Brooke Dominello

 The last Orca was born at 
the SeaWorld San Antonio Park on 
April 19. Although SeaWorld Parks & 
Entertainment Inc. had already announced 
its dismissal of their Orca Breeding 
Program, Takara, a 25-year old Orca 
cow, had been previously impregnated by 
Kyuquot, a 25-year old bull. Termination 
of the breeding program was provoked 
by animal right advocates after public 
outcry stemming from the documentary 
“Blackfish” (2013) that examined the bull 
Tilikum, responsible for the death of three 
people including trainer Dawn Brancheau 
in 2010.
 Last year, SeaWorld (SW) 
declared that it would phase out the 
killer whale shows by 2019. With plans 
to introduce their new exhibit, “Natural 
Orca Encounters” in 2017, the park hopes 

The Last Generation of Orcas

to reach out to the public with their new 
educational attraction that emphasizes 
Orca hunting techniques, communication, 
and other natural behaviors. Even though 
SW has put theatrical performances to an 
end, SW’s current Orcas will remain in 
captivity. Activist groups such as PETA 
have called upon SW to release Takara 
and her newborn into a seaside sanctuary.
 The birth of the Orca was called 
a bittersweet moment by SW staff. 
The initial decision to end the breeding 
program “disappointed many marine 
scientists, who say they will gradually 
lose vital opportunities to learn things 
that could help killer whales in the wild.” 
(Tribune News) While this will be the 
last birth of an Orca in captivity, it is a 
milestone for all SeaWorld parks. SW is 
currently developing a new park in Abu 

Dhabi, which will be the first without 
Orcas.
 Takara has previously given birth 
to four other calves. Orcas typically have a 
gestation period between 17 to 18 months, 
meaning Takara was bred before the 
announcement made in March 2016. There 
will be no other calves born in captivity, 
and the Orca population in captivity will 
eventually die out if the current Orcas 
remain in captivity. It is known that 
female Orcas in captivity typically live 
to 29, while males live to 17. However, 
contradictory to SW’s claims, the life span 
of wild Orcas ranges anywhere between 
50 to 80 years, with some were known to 
push 100. Currently, Takara and the calf 
both appear to be healthy, and the calf will 
be visible to visitors in SW Orca Stadium 
Pool or in the two adjacent pools.

 Last issue’s Guess the Senior 
was Nik Strickland. This issue’s Guess 
the Senior’s favorite mobile app at the 
moment is Piano Tiles 2. Her favorite 
lotion scent is warm vanilla. If she could 
tame any animal in the world, it would be 
her own cat. The last thing she wished for 
was a dog. During the holiday season, she 
considers herself a gift giver rather than 
a gift receiver. A gift she was extremely 
grateful for was on her birthday when 
her friends bought her a video game she 
had been wanting. She believes she is the 
sentimental type, since she “gets nostalgic 
at the stupidest times”. Her favorite skittle 
flavor is orange. If she could take a class 
on anything, it would be criminology. The 
hardest class she is taking at the moment 
is AP Biology. When asked smoothies or 
milkshakes, she chose milkshakes. 
Her biggest regret is quitting the violin. 

When asked what her least favorite color 
is, she responded, “no color is inherently 
bad, but I hate dirty brown yellow”. 
Something she wishes she were good at 
would be art. She considers herself an 
introvert rather than an extrovert. She 
believes she does sympathize easily with 
others. If she could hop on a train to 
anywhere in the United States, she would 
go to California. When asked how messy 
her room was at the moment, she said it 
was very messy. When asked what the last 
lie she told was and when, she said “’I’m 
not sick’. I told it this morning.” When 
asked if she could wake up tomorrow as 
anybody else who would she pick and 
what she would do, she responded she’d 
be Donald Trump and resign from office. 
The question she hates to answer the most 
is ‘What are you going to do with your 
life?’

     Photo By: Fernanda Reyes


